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‘A New Wrinkle in

a Colossal Rip-Off’

Dr. Leonard Kurland’s article

(Editorial Pages, Sept. 5, “A New .

Wrinkle in a Colossal Rip-Off,” is

. disturbing if it is taken seriously b
anyone. :
Kurland has exaggerated the case -

so grossly that even acknowledged
critics of the system, such as
myself, have to recoil. It appears
that Kurland is one of those doctors,
psychiatrist or not, who has allowed
a deep prejudice to fog his profes-
sional competence. .

I am chairman of the Committee
on Reforms for the California Socie-
ty of Industrial Medicine and Sur-
gery, and a member of the Los An-
geles County Medical Assn. Com-
mittee on Industrial Practice. I have
appeared before the Legislature
during this past session to attempt
workers’ compensation reforms. I
was one of the first physicians to
criticize workers’ compensation
practices.

For the first 12 years of my prac-
tice, as a general practitioner in in-
dustrial medicine, I saw injured pa-
tients almost exclusively for the in-
dustrial complex (the defense).
When I completed my training as a
consultant in musculoskeletal pa-
thology, I was asked to see injured
patients (applicants) by their attor-
neys, as well. I was chagrined to
learn that some of the patients re-
ferred to me by applicant’s attor-
neys had, in fact, been improperly
treated from the onset of their inju-

Although there are, unquestion-
ahly malingerers, I have found
very few patients who did not want
to get well, be gainfully employed
and desirous of being in charge of
their lives once again. Kurland
states in his article that “psychiatric
disability is almost always a fraud”
and “that true psychiatric disability
from industrial causes is rare.” I
have found in my practice that any
person in constant, unremitting and
relentless pain, whether from in-
dustrial injury or any other cause, is
certainly likely to exhibit some de-
gree of emotional-symptoms, occa-
sionally to the point of being suici-
dal. When the patient is confronted
with what he perceives to be a hos-
tile “closed mind” attitude, such as
Kurland portrays, the symptoms
can compound as the patient feels
helpless, with no place else to turn

for believability and relief.

Kurland apparently wants “ob-
servable physical injury” as

- evidence of pain. I agree, but it is

my contention that Kurland’s

. criteria for acceptable physical

findings appear grossly inaccurate.
As a ludicrous example, there are
some accepted painful conditions,
such as headache, that we all agree
occur, which have no observable
signs at this stage of medicine.
There is obviously a vast middle
ground of signs related to pain that
he does not understand or choose to
accept. ; -

Kurland states adversary medi-
cine is the worst kind of medical
practice that the patient can be sub-
jected to. As we all know, industry
is well represented by lawyers.
‘What does he choose for the patient
—that he be unrepresented al-
together?

From my vantage, Kurland has
revealed such an overbearing atti-
tude of suspicion that he has made
himself useless in the treatment of
the industrially injured.

PAUL H, GOODLEY MD
T.os Angeles
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China’s Move to .
Curb Population ~°

This is in regard to Linda Math-
ews’ article (Sept, 8), “Each Couple
to Be Limited to One Child, China

Announces,” on China's attempt to

stabilize its population by the end of

this century. I'm relieved to know
that a major world power has finally
decided to do something to stop its
population explosion.

Communist Party Chairman Hua

Guofeng said that “We must rely |
chiefly on publicity and persuasion !

. . . not on compulsion or arbitrary

orders.” This, too, is a big step, .
when you consider the fact that for- ;
merly some birth control officials |
there “had resorted to compulsion °
an even forced abortions to meet :

the one-child goal.” :

Let's look at a few facts. One-
fourth of the people of the world {1
billion) are starving. Most of these
people are in Third-World nations.
Forty-thousand people die every
day from starvation. Again, most
are in the Third-World nations. By
the end of this century the world’s
population will have doubled to
more than 8 billion people. China
accounts for another one-fourth of
the population. China’s policy is.3
positive sign that we can solve the
population crisis if we really want
tn



